
Advanced Gut Stabiliser 
for Lambs

Lamb Gut Health

Like other young ruminants, lambs depend on their 
mother’s milk for survival. Colostrum is the crucial 
element to this healthy start. It is full of antibodies 
and also high in fat to help that young lamb start 
its life. It also contains more than just these vital 
components and has much higher levels of prebiotics 
than milk to help stimulate the young gut digestive 
flora to help the gut microbes develop.

This is important also because combined with 
microbes picked up during birth colostrum sets up the 
young lambs’ digestive tract and the gut microbiome. 
Precision Microbes is designed to support better gut 
health at birth when administered. 

A healthy gut microbiome is essential to thriving 
and gut health. The gut microbes are a vital part of 
digestive health and nutrition of the lamb. In addition, 
billions of good microorganisms interact with the 
gut’s immune cells. A healthy gut immune system is 
crucial to rearing healthy lambs.

Good bacteria also compete with harmful pathogens 
by the production of postbiotic metabolites. These 
innate defence’s are crucial to survival in all animal 
species to help fight against pests and pathogens.



•  Ensure good colostrum quality with appropriate 
prepartum feeding
•  Get live lambs up quickly and suck vigorously
•  Focus on hygiene in the environment and the 
ewe.
•  Taking swift and early action on weak lambs.

There are still many pathogens in the environment. 
One particular pathogen, E-Coli causes lots of issues 
like a watery mouth which affects up to 24% of 
lambs in indoor lambing systems.1

The newborn lamb has a neutral Ph. in its stomach 
to allow antibodies to pass into the intestines. 
Unfortunately this creates a suitable environment 
for E.Coli to proliferate and cause endotoxemia.

Other pathogens that may affect the young lamb 
are clostridia and streptococcus species. With 
good management and colostrum immunity can be 
improved and with good hygiene infection pressure 
can be reduced.

It is important to support the early development of 
good gut health which can also help reduce the risk 
of newborn issues with bacteremia.

With E-Coli infections, it is in the first hours of life 
that the challenge arises. This is why antibiotics 
have been influential in the past. Probiotics 
compete by the production of metabolites or 
postbiotics. When probiotics are administered, 
it can take them some time to produce these 
metabolites (postbiotics).

However with Precision Microbes these postbiotics 
are in the liquid and ready to go with a fast onset of 
action and can be administered at birth.

1. Sheep Flock Health: A Planned Approach (2008) Sargison, Neil.

It is important to look at how a healthy gut micro-
biome is established in a lamb. A lamb in utero has 
a sterile gut. First during vaginal delivery and birth 
they will pick up microbes from their mothers and 
the environment that will develop their immature 
digestive system. Then with colostrum feeding the gut 
flora and beneficial bacteria will establish and in the 
early weeks this gut microbiome will have three core 
functions.

•  Digestive health and enzyme production
•  Immune regulation
•  Compete with harmful pathogens.

These billions of beneficial bacteria, viruses, protozoa, 
and fungi are critical to a healthy digestive system.

Disruptions to the gut microbiome can impact health 
and cause issues like dysbiosis and diarrhoea. There-
fore everything must be done to support good gut 
health in the early hours, days and weeks of life.

It must also be recognised that in the first days of life 
this system is very immature and the lamb depends 
on antibodies from colostrum to provide passive 
protection. Precision Microbes’ complementary lamb 
product, is helping with the innate defences in the gut 
in the first hours of life. 

The Gut Microbiome

Challenges for the Young Lamb

In Irish modern farming systems, particularly indoors 
the young newborn lamb faces many challenges with 
hypothermia and infections in the first 48 hours being 
two challenges. First, it is necessary to get the basics 
right.



Veterinarians now recognise that antibiotics must be 
used as little as possible and as much as necessary. 
With the move away from antibiotic prophylaxis to 
prevent diseases like watery mouth, there needs to be 
a focus on better management to reduce the risk.

Antibiotics have been used at birth to prevent E.Coli 
infections. However, this is no longer acceptable and 
legislative changes have made it impossible to have 
this strategy commonplace.

With good management practices and 
supplementation to support gut health in the 
immature gut there are new solutions to these 
infections in our newborn lambs.

Precision Microbes Advanced Gut Stabiliser 
is designed to support better gut health and 
development. It is so important this is done in 
conjunction with good management. Supplements 
have a different function than antibiotics, and their 
role is around supporting the development of gut 
health. 

Antibiotics and Gut Health

Precision Microbes have developed 
a unique advanced gut stabiliser 
for lambs. It has a prebiotic to 
build beneficial microbes in lambs’ 
immature gut. Precision Microbes’ 
unique culturing techniques also 
mean it is a liquid containing 
postbiotics.

They carry out these core functions 
in the gut of aiding digestion, 
immune regulation, and competition 
with harmful pathogens. 

These postbiotics are the 
metabolites produced by beneficial 
bacteria that act quickly to compete 
with harmful pathogens in the young 
lambs’ gut. 

Antibiotics are designed to kill 
bacteria. This supplement with 
good management is focused on 
supporting gut health and natural 
defences in the immature gut. 

It can also be used in lambs with 
dysbiosis or diarrhoea to help 
support physical recovery and 
restore normal function during or 
after gut health insults.

Supporting Better 
Gut Health



Advanced gut 
Stabiliser  

300ml bottle 
Dose Rate Duration Administration 

Route Storage More information

Newborn lambs 6mL orally 
at birth

Once off treat-
ment at birth for 

added benefit, 
repeat dosing 
(6mL) can be 

carried out with-
in 24 hours.

It can be given 
orally by dosing 
with a syringe

Once opened, 
it can be used 

within two 
months. Keep 
out of direct 
sunlight and 

avoid freezing. 

It is designed to sup-
port better gut health 
and development at 

birth.

Lambs with dys-
entery or scour

1mL per kg
Once daily

3-5 days or until 
symptoms re-

solve*
Given orally daily

Once opened, 
it can be used 
it within two 
months. Keep 
out of direct 
sunlight and 

avoid freezing. 

The product can be 
used to support gut 
health and recovery 
during periods of di-
arrheoa dysbiosis.*

*Can be used in conjunction with other treatments like antibiotics.

Ronan Kennedy

We trialled Precision Microbes’ Advanced Gut 
Stabiliser in six flocks in the spring of 2021. 
Each flock we chose had previous issues with 
the watery mouth in young lambs;* some also 
had joint ill*. With no oral antibiotics available 
and the need to move away from them, we were 
looking for an adequate replacement.

All six flocks used the product at birth 6mls 
orally. We closely monitored issues like watery 
mouth during this period. None of the flocks 
using the products had any problems, and we 
were delighted with the results.

This product has been delivered in our flocks 
along with improved management practices. It is 
great to have something to work on speeding up 
the natural defences in young lambs.

MVB
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With a push to reduce antibiotics in our flocks and farmers 
looking for alternatives, we used Precision Microbes’ 
advanced gut stabiliser for lambs in several of our flocks 
this spring as a trial.

Precision Microbes calf pro and postbiotics was very 
successful on our cattle farms. We spoke to the company 
and wondered if they had anything in the pipeline for 
lambs.

We got involved in trialling their new lamb product in 
several flocks.
I have to say the results were good, with no issues in any 
of the flocks we used it on. Along with good management, 
these flocks had no issues with watery mouth.

While a good management plan is the key to reducing the 
risk of watery mouth, it is nice to have something to give 
farmers that will promote better gut health in newborn 
lambs.

Since prophylactic use of antibiotics is no longer allowed, 
precision microbes and advanced gut stabilisers for lambs 
will be essential in supporting the lambs natural defences 
against watery mouth and promoting better health in our 
flocks.

Testimonials


